
 
A Christmas Message from D&B 

 

What an amazing Year! 

 

This has been a very exciting year for D&B Academy and as we approach the Christmas break 

we wanted to reflect on some of the Academy’s amazing national success for our young 

performers. 

 

Matt Terry wins XFactor 

D&B’s Matt Terry stormed 

through the XFactor 2016 final 

to take the crown as this year’s 

winner. Matt trained with D&B 

for three years - graduating 

with a Diploma in Musical 

Theatre. Matt, 23, joined us 

straight from Spain after being 

selected to train under the Rob 

Knox Bursary by the Rob Knox 

Foundation where he studied 

everything from drama, singing, 

TV technique, acrobatics, 

partner work, ballet, tap, jazz, 

modern and commercial dancing. When he graduated in 2014 he was flooded with agent 

offers following his graduation showcase at the Shaw Theatre in the West End. 

  

D&B always believed Matt could do it all– he is a totally genuine, really hardworking, decent 

kid. All the pupils at D&B have been so excited to support Matt– sending him lovely messages 

and lined the streets of Bromley during his home visit.  

  

We could not be prouder of Matt– he is so talented and we always knew his time would come. 

We can't wait to see his first headliner concert!  

 

 

 

BAFTA winner Nick James 

It’s been a great year for D&B’s Nick James who has starred 

as Hank Zipzer in the TV series since it began three years 

ago. Last month Nick won a prestigious British Academy of 

Film and Television Children’s Award for his lead role in the 

CBBC production. The BAFTA Children’s Awards honour the 

very best in children’s media. Nick won the Best Performer 

Category.  

 



In his acceptance speech Nick thanked D&B for their 

support in securing the role for him and training him 

for the last seven years. Nick also filmed an Hour Long 

Special of Hank Zipzer– which aired on CBBC this 

week.  

 

EastEnders 

Please look out for D&B’s Tilly Keeper who plays 

Louise Mitchell in the soap who has been nominated 

for the Best Newcomer category at the National 

Television Awards (NTA). Fingers crossed Tilly will be 

able to repeat D&B’s Jacqueline Jossa’s success in the 

same category in 2012. Another EastEnders regular, 

Eliot Carrington who plays Bobby Beale, had the 

nation on the edge of their seats over the last year 

with some headline grabbing explosive storylines.  

 

Stage School 

D&B had a successful premier season in the recent Channel 4 heightened entertainment 

structured reality TV show – Stage School –which followed the lives of students at the 

Academy for nine months. The Academy had a very positive response at the end of the run, 

with auditions and job offers for lots of the stars of the programme. We are currently in talks 

about the possibility of a second season … so watch this space. 

 

West End Success 

D&B final year student Durone Stokes 

secured a role in the first UK cast of 

the hit musical Dreamgirls which 

premiers in the West End this month. 

The ground-breaking original 

Broadway musical is inspired by the 

rise of 1960’s R&B acts such as The 

Supremes. Durone trains with us 

under the D&B Marvin Humes Scholarship.  

 

Sydnie Christmas who trained at the College is starring in the David Bowie musical Lazarus 

which opened at the King’s Cross Theatre. Graduates have also secured parts in Motown the 

Musical at the Shaftsbury Theatre. Graduate Ediz Mahmut will be appearing in 42
nd

 Street at 

the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. 

 

We are so delighted that we have had many clients appearing in 

West End shows throughout the year including Mary Poppins, 

School of Rock, Charlie & The Chocolate Factory, Wicked, Mamma 

Mia, Les Miserables, The Lion King amongst others.  

 

More highlights 

 Will Tilston is set to play Christopher Robin in Fox’s forthcoming 

film about the life of AA Milne with his parents being played be 

Domhnall Gleeson (The Revenant, The Force Awakens) and 

Margot Robbie (Suicide Squad, The Wolf of Wall Street, Focus).  

 Abigail Kimber can be seen in the new blockbuster movie 

‘Bridget Jones’ Baby’  



 

 

 

 

 

 Kitty Andrews was cast as a young ‘Saffi’ in ‘Absolutely Fabulous’ the movie. 

 Luke Amis played the role of ‘Jamie’ in a CBeebies 30 part drama series called Apple 

Tree House 

 Finley Southby filmed Series 8 of a BBC sitcom called ‘Not Going Out’ which is set to air 

in January. Finley has also been confirmed for Series 9. 

 Carma Hylton has been filming as Candi-Rose, a regular lead in ‘The Dumping Ground’, 

the episodes will air in January. She has also been confirmed for the next series.  

 Luke Higgins has recently finished filming for Call the Midwife. 

 Dominic Boyle featured in a film called ‘A Monster Calls’ starring Sigourney Weaver  

 Dan Walters sang absolutely beautiful on BBC radio performing a stunning Phantom 

of the Opera Medley.  

 Betsy-Blue English shot a film called Bromley Boys playing the role of Angie. 

 

The Variety Show 

Our theatre school held a fantastic Variety Show. Featuring 

over 350 of our young performers, it and was an amazing 

success. We are so grateful to all the many parents who 

supported us and also to the college graduates and 

students who helped out behind the scenes. It all helped 

make it such a great event which showcased just how 

talented our young performers are. We also raised over 

£1,000.00 for the Royal British Legion with our poppy 

appeal thanks to the moving ‘We Remember’ section.  

 

Exams and Pantomime 

We wanted to say ‘Good luck’ to all those taking ISTD and 

LCM exams in the next week and also to all the many D&B 

performers who are in Pantomimes around the country this 

Christmas.  

 

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL 

We could not have hoped for a better end to the year.  We could have mentioned so many 

more of you and your success from across the year and we are sorry if we didn’t mention you 

this time – there are so many of you it would have made the Christmas message very long! 

But we are very proud of all our young performers and graduates.  A big well done to you all – 

you’ve all worked very heard this year and achieved some amazing things. 

 

Don’t forget the classes stop on the 17th December and return on Monday 9
th

 January. Our 

office will be open right the way up to midday on the 23
rd

 December and will re-open on the 

3
rd

 January.  

A big thank you to all of you for making D&B such a fantastic 

and successful place to be and wishing you all a peaceful 

and happy Christmas. See you in the New Year! 

Donna and Bonnie x 

 

IN THE NEW YEAR: 

 Auditions for the agency will be taking place in February. To 

book a space, please call in the new year.  

 College auditions will be continuing in February with an 

open day in January. This is for people that wish to start 

their training in September 2017. To apply please ask for an 

application form at reception or download from the website.  


