
 

 

 

As we come up to Christmas we want to keep you up 
to date with all the many achievements and news 
that’s been happening across the Academy. 
 

TOP NEWS IN BRIEF 

 

 Stage School – successful second 
season 
We have had a fantastic time 
filming the second season of the 
Channel 4 structured reality 
programme – Stage School. The 
six week broadcast has now 
finished and the feedback 
throughout has been extremely 
positive.  
 
This season has been especially lovely for us because our 
Theatre School was also involved. Many of our students and 
parents have told us how much they enjoyed watching the 
show.  
 
We were lucky this year to work with some incredible talent 

like the Vamps, 
Will Young, Amelia 
Lily and Mic Lowry. 
Some of our students are now in talks with 
respected music industry scouts who were 
introduced to them as part of the programme. 
Thank you to all of our wonderful D&B 
community for supporting this series and 
helping to make it such a success!  

 

 Goodbye Christopher Robin 
A huge well done to D&B’s Will Tilston 
who proved he’s a natural in front of 
the camera and achieved rave reviews 
for his debut performance in the title 
role of Christopher Robin. The film 
delves into the life of author A.A. Milne 
and the wonder that is Winnie the Pooh 
that was inspired by his son - C.R. Milne. 
We were also thrilled that D&B’s 



Vincent Finch took a break from the Theatre 
playing Fat Sam in Bugsy Malone for his first taste 
of filming – playing the bully 'Big Boy’ in the film.  
 
Will got to travel to America to promote the film 
appearing on chat shows with his co-stars Margot 
Robbie and Domhnall Gleeson.  
 
Reviews included  
Empire: Will Tilston (in his first role) is a 
revelation. Naturalistic in a way most child actors 
aren’t, it’s easy to just accept how good he is 
rather than shout about it. But shout about it we 
should. He sells every moment — his joy is ours 
and so is his sorrow. 
NY Times: Christopher Robin (beautifully played 
by little Will Tilston) 
Metro.co.uk: His (Domnhnall Gleeson's) work 
with Will Tilston, as the young Billy Moon, is a joy to watch as the two characters come to 
life as they get to know each other and Tilston, making his debut in film, is a star, taking 
Billy from what could be a simple role into one with layers that allow the audience to see 
him as more than an eight-year-old but a young boy battling with his emotions and 
thoughts and feelings. 
 

 Johnny English 3 
New agency client Nifemi Bankole has been working alongside Rowan Atkinson in the 
third instalment of the Johnny English films – due to be released next year. 
 

 Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Woman in White 
Huge congratulations are in order to Dan Walter who after graduating this Summer has 
secured his first West-End engagement in the brand new production of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s Tony and Olivier-Award nominated musical, The Woman in White. This is 
exciting news for Dan, and Andrew Lloyd Webber himself worked with the cast during 
rehearsals. The production, at the Charing Cross Theatre is directed by acclaimed rising 
star Thom Southerland. Adapted from Willkie Collins’ thriller of the same name, the 
musical will be running until February 10. Press night was on December 4. 
 

 UK Tour of Hairspray  
We are so delighted for Annalise Liard-
Bailey who is playing the lead role of Penny 
in the UK tour of Hairspray to rave reviews. 
Annalise, who has trained with D&B since 
she was 4 years old said “This has been an 
exceptional experience. It is pretty rare for 
individual actors to get mentioned in tour 
reviews so I’m absolutely honoured to have 
been singled out for praise in the press.  
Travelling around the country to different 
venues is hard, we don’t have any run 
throughs, just a sound check and then we have to perform in unfamiliar surroundings. 
You quickly learn to adapt and it makes you a better performer. My 84 year old grandad 
came to see me perform for the first time in Dartford and he loved it! He was so proud, 
by the end he was telling everyone in the audience I was his granddaughter! I’m thrilled 



that due to public demand the run has been extended to August next year so this great 
experience will be continuing for an extra eight weeks!” 
 

 Dreamgirls 
Durone Stokes is now playing the lead role of CC White in the Tony and Olivier Award-
winning musical Dreamgirls at the Savoy Theatre in the West End. Durone made his debut 
in the show last year.  
 

 D&B’s Zack Morris wins a MVISA (Movie 
Video Screen Award)  
We are proud of Zack Morris who has 
won Best Emerging Talent at this year’s 
MVISAs for his role in BBC’s EastEnders 
playing Keegan Baker. 2017 saw Zack 
nominated as Best Newcomer in the TV 
Soap Awards as well as the TV Choice 
Awards. Now in his third year at D&B 
College, Zack joins a glittering array of 
other D&B Clients in EastEnders such as 
National Television Award Nominee, Tilly 
Keeper (Louise Mitchell) Jacqueline Jossa 
(Lauren Branning), Eliot Carrington 
(Bobby Beale), Jamie Knox (Nathan), 
Megan Jossa (Courtney Mitchell), Jerzey Swingler (Rosie Spraggan) and Shiven Shankar 
(Sam Jackson).  
 

 The Child in Time 
Starring alongside Benedict Cumberbatch (Sherlock) and 
Kelly MacDonald (Goodbye Christopher Robin) – agency 
clients Chase Collard played Ruth Lyle and Beatrice White 
played Kate in BBC1's 90 minute TV Film The Child in Time. 
 
The show, based on the book of the same title by Ian 
McEwan, aired on 24th September on BBC1 
 

 George Michael Biopic 
Well done to Eliot Carrington who played 12 year old George 
Michael in ITV’s George Michael Biopic. Eliot’s credits most 
famously include his portrayal of Bobby Beale in BBC’s 
EastEnders. 
 

 
 
Other News in Brief  

 Look out for D&B graduate and X-Factor winner 
Matt Terry’s new album, Trouble. 
 

 D&B’s Nick James attended the BAFTAS again this 
year. The TV show Hank Zipzer (Nick played the title role) 
was nominated in three categories – Best Drama, Best 
Comedy and Best Writer. 
 



D&B COLLEGE 

 
D&B’s full-time College students put on an amazing all-important end of year Graduation 
Showcase in the West End in front of leading agents and casting directors. 

 
This is probably the most important single event in the D&B college calendar and showcases the 
talent and achievements of all D&B students- particularly our 3rd year final graduates and this 
year it was one of the best with performances including ‘The Bodyguard’ and ‘In the Heights’. 
Over twenty different agencies were in attendance and our graduates achieved an amazing 40 
top agent offers.  

 
There are too many to mention them all here but selected highlights include Dan Walter signing 
with Jorg Betts joining the likes of Justin Thomas (D&B graduate 2011) who is currently filming 
the feature film Mamma Mia 2 and D&B Faculty teachers Matt Flint (Choreographer on Strictly 
Come Dancing) and Ashley Day who is currently the lead in ‘An American in Paris’ in the West 
End. 

 
Charlotte Spooner and OJ Budak both signed with Oxford Adams. Charlotte has already secured 
work with Saturday Night Fever for Milton Morrissey Productions – joining fellow graduates Will 
Bracey and Ben Rawlings. Will signed with the Agent Orlando Gray following in the footsteps of 
D&B graduate Jacob McIntosh (graduated 2014) who is now appearing in the UK tour of 
‘Beautiful’. Finally Luke Higgins signed with agency Cole Kitchenn and has since appeared in a 
fantastic BT Christmas commercial amongst lots of other filming! All of the above students are 
now currently appearing in pantomimes up and down the country alongside countless other D&B 
students and graduates.  

 
This is a fantastic start for the 2017 cohort of graduates who have worked extremely hard 
throughout their training. We would also like to say well done to all of our graduates who 
continue to secure top jobs throughout the industry in Theatre, TV and Film.  

 
CDET Career’s Conference 
On Saturday 18th November, 
Donna and Nikki joined 19 of our 
students as they travelled up to 
Liverpool to represent D&B at the 
annual CDET Careers Conference, 
this year held at LIPA. The CDET is 
our accrediting board who 
validate the training of the top 
Performing arts schools in the 
country. D&B are proud to be 
one of seven CDET colleges in 
London.  
 
The event is a fantastic day and 
we met with students all over the country who are looking to train here at the College. At the end 
of the day, all of the colleges in attendance put on a showcase, demonstrating the students and 
training on offer at the schools. We took a number from our showcase in 2017- ’96,000’ from ‘In 
The Heights’, choreographed by Matt Flint. Our head of Jazz Jo Goodwin also took a fantastic 
workshop for attendees of the conference. It was a great day- huge thanks to all involved! 

 
 



 
College Scholarships 
D&B proudly supports a number of scholarships. This year our Can You Dance full scholarship 
worth over £25,000.00 has been awarded to Haydn Smart. We met Haydn in Edinburgh and 
scouted her during one of the Can You Dance jazz classes. After travelling down and auditioning 
amongst our other 2017 students, our panel unanimously awarded Haydn the CYD Scholarship for 
2017. Jo Goodwin our Head of Jazz who spotted Haydn in Edinburgh said, "Haydn stood out to me 
in the class immediately. Her technique and focus was so exciting. I can’t wait for her to start.” 
 
Meanwhile our Marvin Humes Scholarship goes this year to Lauren Bowry. Lauren has been a 
student at D&B Theatre School for many years, taking technical ISTD dance classes as well as our 
Saturday Schools. Lauren has huge potential and our panel of agents and musical theatre 
professionals think she has a bright future ahead of her.  
 
Previous Marvin Humes Scholarships have gone to Mohammed Mansaray (currently playing he 
title role of Othello in the National Youth Theatres Rep West End Season) Durone Stokes 
(Dreamgirls), Zack Morris (EastEnders) and Elle Crees who is now in her second year at the college 
and appearing in Panto this Christmas. 
 
 
 

D&B THEATRE SCHOOL 
 
It has been an exciting few months for our theatre school with the introduction of new classes 
and workshops… 

 
Acrobatics 
For the very first time we have introduced Acrobatic Classes. We waited a long time to introduce 
Acro into the curriculum because we wanted to find the very best person to teach it – and now 
we have - in the acrobatics expert and British Gymnast, Jack and his team.  

 
Jack started training as a sports Acrobat and Gymnast at the age of 4 and since graduating with a 
1st class honours in BA Circus Arts, his skills have taken him all over the world – Acting, teaching, 
performing, choreographing and directing. Jack has performed in every West End show that has 
an acrobatic track as well as being ‘Acrobatic Captain’ on shows such as ‘Barnum’ and ‘Love Never 
Dies’. Jack is a circus director who comes with a real understanding of how Acro skills fit into the 
world of dancing and performing.  

 
Jack said, “D&B Acro students will be learning to master the tricks that get them one step closer 
to a job. They will learn Tumbles, Handstands and other inverted skills, Walk Overs, Cartwheels 
and Back Flips. My students will take part in partner and ensemble Acrobatics and learn how to 
choreograph acro into their movement” 
Classes run Tuesday evenings - £46.00 per month for 60 minutes a session. 

 
Acrobatics isn’t the only ‘first’ this year. Funky Feet classes will be starting up in January for our 
very youngest performers. This is to open up the variety of movement and dance on offer to our 
youngest budding dancers. Classes will run for 2-3 year olds and again for 6-8 year olds. If you are 
interested in joining, please get in touch with the office for further information. 
 
We are over the moon to be introducing our newest member of our Drama Faculty, Stephanie. 
Stephanie comes from an acting dynasty and is the daughter of Coronation Street’s Mike Baldwin. 
With lots of teaching experience we are thrilled that she will be joining us in January, taking some 



LAMDA classes as well as offering private LAMDA and Acting lessons. Please contact reception for 
more information or to sign up!  
 
 
Delightful Disco Display  
Our mini combination classes for our 4-6 year 
olds delighted everyone with D&B’s first ‘Disco 
Display’. Our Disco Dancers were with us all 
morning having a disco-glitter makeover and 
professional photo-shoot in their bespoke Disco 
costumes. The children then entertained a 
packed audience of family members with their 
singing, dancing and performing. They were 
really super and enjoyed the Disco cupcakes at 
the end of the show!  
 
Mini Combination classes for 4-6 year olds run 
on Thursdays 4.30 – 5.30pm, Saturdays 9am – 
10am. Saturdays 1.15pm – 2.15pm 

 
 
 

Our Talented Street Crews  
Our students continue to lead the way in 
street dance with our four Street Crews 
winning two competitions. In Essex, out of 
eight teams competing in their respective age 
groups our street crews achieved a winning 
hat trick. ‘Harmony’ took 1st Place, ‘Unknown’ 
came 1st and Kinnects also took 1st Place! 
Evolution did an amazing job in the advance 
category taking 2nd Place. A second 
competition with 101 events amazingly saw 
Harmony take 1st place and Evolution come 
2nd. As seen on Stage School, our Street Crew- 
Underrated –won the nationals which qualified 
them to take part in the Worlds in Cardiff. Well 
done to all our talented dancers. We are 
auditioning for 2018 Street Crews this week- 
please contact reception if you’d like to 
audition!  

 
 
 

Exam success 
Well done to the 37 students who took the 
UDO street dance exams in the Summer from 
Primary to Grade 5 with 100% pass rate! We 
are very proud of you all. And lots of luck to all 
those taking their ISTD exams in Ballet, Tap 
and Modern and singing exams in Musical 
Theatre and Pop Vocals over the next two weeks. We are also waiting on our latest batch of UDO 
results!!  



Commendations 
Every month our teachers nominate one of their theatre school pupils who has shown 
exceptional commitment, hard work and enthusiasm as their ‘commendation’ of the month. We 
wanted to recognise all those students who are putting so much into their lessons. Keep it up – 
we are very proud of you all. 

 
Advanced Professional Day Camps 
In the New Year we will be introducing intensive 
professional Day Camps. This will be a chance to 
train with our professional Industry creatives from 
our College and will give our theatre school 
students the opportunity to take their 
performances up to a standard expected by those 
in the industry. These Day Camps will run on 
selected Sundays and there will be limited places 
so please look out for more details when they go 
on our website in the New Year. 

 
Uniform  
Our students are looking super smart in our new 
uniform so now D&B would really encourage all theatre school students to start wearing the new 
items so we can start the new year looking really smart! 
 
 

D&B MANAGEMENT 
  

Thank you to everyone for making D&B Management’s 25th Anniversary year so special with our 
clients achieving great success in TV, Film and the West End. As well as those you have read in 
Top News in Brief our clients got to work with some top performers this year including: 

 

..on Film 
 Rhianna Dorris secured one of the lead roles in a Working Title/Fox Feature Film called 

‘The Kid Who Would Be King’ playing the role of Kaye. She will finish filming in February 
2018 

 Well done to D&B’s Rose Walker who secured a role in the feature film Disobedience 
alongside Rachel Weisz (The Mummy) and Rachel McAdams (Midnight in Paris) 

 Ned Wills filmed The Aftermath starring alongside Alexander Skarsgård (True Blood) and 
Keira Knightly (Pirates of the Caribbean) 

 And Joel McDermott worked on the feature film The Revenger alongside Liam Neeson (A 
Monster Calls) 

 Rex Elliott and Wilf Merson did some voiceover work for The Crown which airs on Netflix 

 Alex Runicles, Nick James and Macauley Keeper contributed voiceover work for a 
Feature Film named Old Boys  

 Mitchell Brown secured his debut job in a Short Film called Dodgy Dave 

 
…on Stage 

 Rio Myers is thrilled to have his run extended as Young Michael Jackson/Berry 
Gordy/Stevie Wonder in Motown the Musical until March 2018 

 College Graduate Sydnie Christmas flew to Miami to perform in Grease, onboard the 
Independence of the Seas for Royal Caribbean. She is playing the role of Rizzo. 



 T’Jai Adu-Yeboah is now touring China in the cast of ‘The Bodyguard’  

 College Graduate Alfie Browne joined one of P&O Australia’s Cruises – The Pacific Eden, 
working as a Dancer until May 2018, based in Sydney, Australia (alongside another 
college graduate Dom Hansford). 

 Evie Buxton has recently finished a run in ‘A Tale of Two Cities’, a Charles Dickens 
adaptation which was staged at The Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre. This was 5 year old 
Evie’s very first job. Well done Evie. 

 2017 College Graduate Abigail Tucker secured a role as a Lead Vocalist with Ted Group, 
based at a Five Star resort in Costa Del Sol 

 
….on TV 

 Alexis Simone filmed for a BBC Comedy Pilot called Enterprice 

 We are very proud of our clients who have secured roles in many, many TV commercials 
over this year for companies including Esso, Vision Express, Quorn, Converse, Morrisons 
and Impulse. There are always far too many to mention them all individually but needless 
to say, we are very lucky to have such talented, dedicated and hardworking clients 
working for us. Please check our website for a more detailed list of all of clients jobs 
under ‘Academy Success’. 

 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 
  

New Year’s Day Parade 
D&B is honoured to be representing the London Borough of Lewisham at London’s New Year’s 
Day Parade on the 1st January 2018 from 12pm. The theme this year is ‘Roll Up Roll Up for the 
Greatest Show on Earth!’ All of the London Boroughs are taking part, so please support our 
wonderful performers from across the Academy as they follow the route from Picadilly to 
Parliament Street. The winning float will win £10,000 for their Borough’s charity. For more info go 
to http://www.londonparade.co.uk/ 

 
Christmas Pantomime 
Good luck to all of our talented performers across the Academy who are taking part in 
Pantomimes this year. A special well done to those in Stage School who secured lead roles 
including Hollie Swain (Snow White) Luke Higgins (Aladdin) and Josh Harwood (the Dwarf in Snow 
White at the Churchill Theatre) 
 
Finally… 
 
2018 marks the 30 year anniversary of D&B Academy and we have lots of very exciting plans to 
mark the event. Make sure you look out for the events on our website and together help us 
celebrate a wonderful 30 years.  

 
Wishing you all a merry and peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year. See you when we get 
back on the 8th January. Please note that the office is open during the week of the 18th 
December and re-opens on the 2nd January.  

 
Donna and Bonnie x 

 
 

http://www.londonparade.co.uk/

