
 

 

 

Over the coming year, we aim to keep you regularly up to 

date on all our many achievements and news across the 

Academy. 
 

TOP NEWS IN BRIEF 

 

 Stage School – a Second Season.  
You may have already noticed that D&B studios have once again been filled with camera 
crews after a second season of the Channel 4 structured reality programme- Stage School 
has been commissioned for this year.  The show, which had a successful premier last year, 
will once again feature students and teachers from D&B Academy.     
 
For anyone who may not have caught the first season, Stage School follows the students 
of D&B as they navigate their training in the Performing Arts with singing and dance 
routines all performed by the talented pupils. 
 
We are very excited about this new season.  This time it includes D&B performers from 
the Theatre School as well as the College, with some familiar faces as well as some new 
faces and the new series collaborates with a Major record label. We look forward to it 
hitting out screens in the autumn.   

 

 The Latest Bad Boy in BBC’s EastEnders 
You can watch D&B’s 
Zack Morris on your TV 
Screens now, as the 
newest bad boy in BBC’s 
EastEnders playing 
Keegan Baker. And this 
week Zack was 
nominated as Best 
Newcomer in the 
forthcoming TV Soap 
Awards 2017 as well as 
the TV Choice Awards 2017! 
 
Zack is in his second year at D&B College and has many credits to his name through D&B 
Management, having appeared in Oliver in the West End, One Night for the BBC and 
countless television Commercials. We were thrilled when Zack landed the role in 
EastEnders, joining many other D&B clients Jacqueline Jossa (Lauren Branning), Eliot 
Carrington (Bobby Beale), Jamie Knox (Nathan), Megan Jossa (Courtney Mitchell), Jerzey 
Swingler (Rosie Spraggan) and Shiven Shankar (Sami Jackson), and this year’s National 
Television Award (NTA) nominee, Tilly Keeper (Louise Mitchell).     
 
Zack told D&B “It is the coolest thing being in the EastEnders cast; everyone is really 



supportive and very down to earth-there’s no hierarchy, it’s just a nice atmosphere to 
work in. Knowing Tilly before I arrived means I always have someone there to talk to if I 
had any questions.  It is fantastic to see her doing so well especially being nominated for 
the NTAs.  I’ve been with D&B since I was 9 years old and they’ve always known that my 
passion is TV and Film. So when EastEnders came along they encouraged me to take this 
opportunity and support me to balance College and filming.  I’m really grateful to D&B for 
their continued support and training”. 

 

 D&B at the National Television 
Awards (NTA) 
Zack and Tilly were among many D&B 
clients and alumni who lit up the red 
carpet at the 2017 National Television 
Award's, held at the O2 Arena in 
Greenwich, London.  
 
Representing EastEnders was the 
beautiful Jacqueline Jossa, who was a 
student at our full time College and 
five years ago was awarded the NTA for Best Newcomer.   
 
Nominated for the same category this year was super talented Tilly who has been 

attending the Theatre School for 12 years doing evening and 
weekend classes. D&B Alumni - the former JLS Singer, TV Presenter 
and Broadcaster, Marvin Humes was also in attendance with his 
wife Rochelle. Also attending the Awards was the 2017 X Factor 
winner, Matt Terry, who graduated from D&B College in 2014. A 
huge thank you to everyone at D&B who took the time to vote for 
Matt which helped him win the show. We are looking forward to 
seeing Matt’s career continue to flourish and see where that 

journey will take him. 
 

 Motown Magic for generations of D&B 
students. 
D&B young performer, Rio Myers, 10, is 
appearing on the West End stage in Motown The 
Musical playing the younger versions of Michael 
Jackson, Stevie Wonder and the creator of 
Motown – the legendary Berry Gordy. 
 
Rio who has been with D&B Theatre School and 
Agency for three years, is joined by D&B College 
2010 graduate, Jayme-Lee Zanoncelli who is also 
appearing in the production. 
 
The hit musical, at the Shaftesbury Theatre, 
follows the career of Berry Gordy and the 
creation of his musical empire ‘Motown 
Records’. Motown the Musical features classic 
hits including I Heard it Through the Grapevine and Ain’t No Mountain High Enough.  
 
Rio recently played the part of Gavroche in the hit musical Les Miserables – following in 
the footsteps of many other D&B boys previously cast in this prestigious role.  



D&B MANAGEMENT  

This is a special year for D&B’s Agency which has been celebrating 25 years of securing top jobs 
for its clients in TV, Film and the West End.   So far in 2017, this success includes: 

 Wind in the Willows 
Talented Luke Amis joins the Ensemble in the new production of Wind in the Willows at 
the London Palladium.  Already with Theatre and TV credits to his name you can see Luke 
on stage at the Palladium when the Production opens this June. 
 

 Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
We are delighted that D&B’s Jabez Cheeseman has joined the cast of Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child at the Palace Theatre playing the role of Young Harry. 
  

 A Double dose of 
School of Rock  
We are thrilled that 
both Jaydah Bell-
Ricketts and Phoebe 
Farnham are both in 
the cast of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s 
production of School 
of Rock at the New 
London Theatre. 
 

 The Lion King 
We are so proud of Jamila Ajadi who last week finished a successful run in Disney’s classic 
The Lion King playing the role of Young Nala.  A seasoned performer – Jamila had 
previously appeared in Bugsy Malone as Lena/Babyface at the Lyric Hammersmith.  We 
look forward to seeing even more great things from Jamila in the coming years. 
 
 
FURTHER SUCCESS STORIES 

 It was super to watch College graduate Jamie 
Knox on our screens in BBC’s EastEnders. He 
appeared as Nathan in the hit BBC soap. 

 Teodor Bassett had an amazing time in a new 
filming project for Sony which saw him dress 
in a Lab coat and take part in a fun scientific 
experiment!   

 Kit Bassett filmed for a Channel 4 Pilot called 
The Trials 

 Shiven Shankar recorded for a BBC Radio 4 Drama adaptation of Salman Rushdie’s 
Midnight’s Children  

 Nylah-Rae Walcott took part in an Easter Egg hunt for a Morissons online commercial.  

Well done to all of our D&B performers who have taken the Advertising world by storm - 
appearing in countless TV commercials. It’s a great position to be in having too many to be able 
to mention them all individually here but we are very proud of all of you. We have very dedicated 
talented and hardworking clients who achieve so much. D&B Agency’s success was recently 
celebrated in the local press.  We look forward to announcing further exciting news soon! 



D&B THEATRE SCHOOL 
 

LAMDA - Well done to all our amazing students who took part 
in their LAMDA exams. Out of the 42 entrants, none achieved 
less than a Merit.  In fact over half of half of them achieved 
the top grade of a Distinction.  We are very proud of everyone 
especially those who successfully took their Gold Medal Grade 
8 – which is a huge achievement. 

It’s been an amazing start to the year for all our students 
taking exams this term.  Every student taking their LCM 
Singing exams including those taking their Grade 2 Ensemble 
(22 all together) gained the top mark of a Distinction. Two 
students were successful in their LCM diploma– one of the 
highest levels of exam in singing.  Well done to all those who 

took their ISTD exams over the Easter break in ballet tap and 
modern – results out later this term. 

Other exciting things happening in the Theatre School 
include Watching Week which took place last term giving our 
parents a chance to watch their children take part in the 
technical classes in Ballet Tap and Modern.   

This term we also introduced a new Street Dance class for our 
younger performers (aged 4-6) – called Mini Street 
Dance.  Good luck to our four Street Crews who are getting 
ready for their first competition of the year in June and the 
first performance from our Musical Theatre Class will take 
place at the end of this term. Our Mini Combination Classes for 
4 and 5 year olds are putting on a Disco-themed show at the 

beginning of July.  Watch this space for more details. 

Finally we have some fantastic Summer Camps and 
Workshops lined up in the next few months: 

 Two TV and Film Weeks on 21st-28th August (ages 8-
11) and on 28th August-1st September (ages 12 plus). 

 A Disney Camp for our younger performers age 5-7 
(24th – 28th July) 

 We are also very excited that Leah from Stage School 
will lead our very first Street Dance Summer Camp for 
children aged 8 and up (from 31st July to 4th August)  
 

The workshops are open to all, not just D&B students. You 
could refer a friend to receive a 10% discount! To find out 
more information, prices or to book a place please call or 
enquire at D&B’s reception. 

 



D&B COLLEGE 
Hairspray – the UK Tour  
D&B’s Annalise Liard-Bailey in her final year at 
the College has secured the lead role of Penny 
in the UK tour of the hit show Hairspray. We 
are so thrilled for Annalise who has been with 
D&B since she was 4 years old. She told D&B “I 
didn’t expect to be given the role of Penny 
which is so exciting. I owe such a lot to D&B – 
I’ve been with the Academy for 16 years and 
they are like my second family. I start the Tour 
on the 17th July – just two weeks after the 
Graduate Showcase and I just want to go out 
there and make D&B very proud of me.” 

 
Grease – the UK Tour 
Congratulations to D&B graduate Rory Phelan 
who has embarked on the Grease UK Tour.  Since 
graduating Rory has played Tony in the UK Tour of 
Saturday Night Fever and Eddie in the West End 
cast of Mamma Mia. Justin Thomas has just 
finished in the Curve Theatre’s production of 
Grease in Dubai following a run as Fiyero in 
Wicked in the West End.  Justin can now be seen 
in Kiss Me Kate at Kilworth House Theatre. 

 
42nd Street 
Eddie Myles is appearing in ‘Broadway’s biggest 
show on London’s  biggest stage’ – 42nd Street at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane.  You 
might have seen Eddie this month during a performance in Tonight at the London 
Palladium with Bradley Walsh. 
 
Saturday Night Fever 
We are extremely excited that three of our Graduates will be ‘Jive Talkin’ over in 
Guernsey this Summer. Third years Will Bracey and Charlotte Spooner alongside D&B 
alumni Ben Rawlings were all offered parts in the ensemble of Saturday Night Fever– the 
Bee Gee’s musical from 14th-20th August. They are all looking forward to being part of 
this fantastic show. 
 
P&O- Oceana 
As soon as Charlotte finishes her stint in Saturday Night Fever she will be jetting off to 
work as a dancer onboard P&O’s Oceana which will be travelling the world from 
September 2016 right the way through to August 2017.  
 
That means that a staggering 33% of our current 3rd year have already secured 
employment with 2 months to go before graduation, including West End, No1 UK 
Tours and International engagements. We could not be prouder.  

 



It has been an exciting start to the year for D&B’s full-time 
College.  Students put on a successful mid- term production of 
Avenue-Q. This exciting in-house performance showcased all 
the hard-work and talent of our college students as they reach 
the half-way stage of their year. D&B students took 
responsibility not just for 
performing, but for all 
aspects of this exciting full-
scale production including 
the costumes, lighting, 
sound, backstage and PR, 
having been guided 

through the backstage production process by Ben Rawlings.   

All the performances were played to a packed out house, 
which included some special political guests from the 
community including, Cllr Alan Smith – the Deputy Mayor of 
Lewisham and Heidi Alexander, the MP for Lewisham East and the Entertainment Industry.  A 
huge thank you to Director James Keeper, Musical Director Nikki Gummer and Production 
Manager Ben Rawlings. 

The Marvin Hume’s Scholarship - Marvin is a patron for the College and gives his name to one of 
our full Scholarships.  This year the Scholarship became a triple success with recipients 
Mohammed Mansaray (2016 Graduate) going into the highly acclaimed ‘National Theatre Rep 
Company’, Durone Stokes (3rd year College student) who is currently appearing in the original 
West End cast of Dreamgirls and Zack Morris (2nd year College student) who is regularly appearing 
on our screens in EastEnders. 

We are now welcoming applications for the Scholarship auditions for September 2017. Auditions 
for the Scholarship are still taking place so there’s still time to enrol.  

D&B College have recently been performing in Liverpool, Norwich, Essex and Edinburgh in the 
last few months looking for the stars of the 
future at the Can you Dance Convention CYD? – 
created by our showcase Director, Matt Flint. 

We have met some amazing young performers 
at the Conventions and we were really proud of 
our College students who performed for the first 
time at these events. 2017 will now see one 
talented individual from the conventions be 
offered a College scholarship.   

We held another successful Open Day at the 
beginning of May where it was lovely to meet so 
many people and to offer them an insight into 
what's been going on! Auditioning for the 
College intake of 2017 will see the last set of 
‘group auditions’ finish this week but we will continue to hold individual auditions throughout the 
year. If you’re interested in training with us, please look at our website or contact us on 0208 698 
8880.   



Thank you to all of our college students who took part in auditions for the all-important end of 
year 2017 Graduate Showcase which takes place in the West End in front of leading Agents and 
Casting Directors. The Showcase is probably the most important single event in the D&B college 
calendar and rehearsals are now in full swing. Book your tickets for this spectacular production at 
the Shaw Theatre on 28th and 29th June from the Ticketmaster website or by calling 0844 248 
5075. We would love to see all of our D&B family there supporting our graduates on their final 
performances with us before they enter the industry. This is a real opportunity to see what D&B 
can do for your child and it is a show not to be missed!   
 

This has been a great 2017 so far and we’d like to thank all of our wonderful young performers 
and teachers who help make D&B a very special place to be. We’re especially excited to 
celebrate our 30th Anniversary next year with lots of amazing things planned! 
    
Best wishes 
Bonnie and Donna x 

 
 

 


